OFf both Greek and English descent, Carnling Miny's pho-
tographic work: approaches isues of gender, sconality, and
identity in socicty with a curledity that reveals an artist with
ongaing questions linked o how society mediates its stere-
otypes, how people perceive sach other, and what this reveals
about people as both individuals and as  collective. Having
stiadied at the University of Kent, where she embarked ona BA
in Cultoral Studies, May then wenton to the London Collegf”
of Printityg for a Masets, where she further developed her
inrepest in'the themes that recur in her phiotographic work.
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b
fluenced you as an artist?

are hali-English, half-Greek; has your cultural background in-

Defindeely. [t is a privilege to have immediste access to both culiures. [ was

born in Bssex, but T came back to Greece as soon as | wad born. 1 went to

srhoal here, at a Greek=French schio

] .’\Fhi.. Paraskevi, and then went o

the United Kingdam to study, stayed there for ten years and came back.

Why did you come back?

I came back 1 Greeoe in 2001 just before the Olympics. It was an excit

B

timne 1o be here. Taking into acconnt thar my work bares 3 lot of neferences

to the Helemstic sculpuure and Greek philosophy it made perfect sense to be
here. Even after Greece's recent baitout | sull think there i a ot of potential

a bit mwore chaotie and les fixed, there is a lot of

here. Because things a

oppartunity to do things,
Deseribe your work.

My work sions accepted codes of behavior and explores isues of identity

and desire, | work mamly with photography bue | have abio resobved to imstal

lation to best llustrace my ideas. U'm interested in how we tne things. 1t
i Emportant 1o rise questions as we are living 1 an iportant period when
questions mst be razsed — i which we question values and the very way that

we live, | thosk thar the robe of the artist is to mise questions,

How does g in Greece inspire your work?
Greece has an impartant hastory from which one can drow endles inspiration

Arhens in particular i chaote, full of wild ene

gy unfike any other European
capital and everyday is different here
How would you describe the Greek contemiporary art scene?

The contemporary art scene in Athens 5 small and hasa't become pare of the

veral cultire like in tee UK. The absence of any state support 10 the form

of residencies, grants etc is 3 dwhack, Having said thae, there are a number

of gallerics with 2 strong exhibition program, some very committed collectors,

ane plenty of interesting artises,

You have a solo exhibition at the Freud Musenm in London coming
wph What will yon be showing?

1 amn acrually having a sole exlibiion at e Freud buseum in London from 3

June=4 Seprember. ln osder to open the dial a wider discourse

gue and ¢

I have abio frvited a number of international arests with siimilar concerns o

take part in a group show concurrent with nry solo exhibition entitled "Les

pars sont ouverts'. The e is after an essay by Claude Cahun written m the

1930% and ir basically means that bets are open, everything 1 posable. Amongst

s arrises | have invited 18 Greek artist Divsieris Dhokarzis whose work [ find

a5 well - Mariz Finn, Eve Fowler. Sharon Kiviand, Linder, Loveres

fascinatin
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